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DD HE two 8 bf: ages loſt Sheep, and the 
wa piece of Silver, as we read in, the pre- 
ceding Verſes, were ſpoken... by. our bleſſed 
Lord, as well, to juſtify. bis Conduct in; cons 
verſing freely with notorious - Sinne ls, a8 to 
give Proof X his affectionate Concern for the Souls of: Men 


and that the greateſt Offenders. might be brought io Repents 


ance, and {receive Rewifſign of their Sins: And, in order 
to. give, us.an Idea of the exceeding great Worth of a ol 122 
e high Im of its Salvation, he tells, us, that 


is Toy in the Preſence of the, Auel of. Grd, even. 2 
Sinner f that repenteth 81104 1 
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One would think 400 this follance c of our Saxtour'stC on Je- 
ſeehfion towards Sinners ſhould' 05 ve needs: any. Vin I 


enioß, ſince as he tells us, 70 Nek and to fave that he ah 5 is 
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3.2, (2%) BEACONS ene 
bh, was the gracious Office to which: he was. Gain af 
the Father, and the End. of his coming into the World. 
But ſo it Was, that when the Publicans and Sinners drew near 
unto jus to hear him, and were received by him as Objects 


of the Divine Mercy upon their Repentance and Faith, pur- 


ſuant to the gracious Deſign of the Goſpel Diſpenſation 3 


the Scribes and Phariſees were offended, ſaying, this Man 
recerveth Sinners and eateth with them; inſinuating hereby, 
that if he were a good Man, he would have had more Regard 
for his own Character than to keep ſuch bad Company ; or 


if he were a Prophet ſent from God with any acceptable Meſ- 


fage of Grace and Love, he would have brought it to ſuch 
reputed righteous Perſons as themſelves, and not to People 
of an infamous Life and Character, like thoſe with whom 
he ſo freely conyers d. That Chri/t was a Friend of Sinners 
is indeed true, and praĩſed be God for it; but that he was 
fach in the Senſe they meant to repreſent him, was falſe; 
for he was their Friend to convert and ſave them ſrom their 
Wickednefs, not to encourage them in it; and he miniſter'd 
unto them, not as one that approv'd of their Conduct, or 


teſtified to the Soundneſs of their State, but as a Phyſician 


to heal their ſ piritual Maladies : And whereas the ſelf-righteous 
Scribes and Phariſees judged theſe poor Publicans and com- 
mon Sinners unworthy” of our Lord's cotnpaſſi jonate Regard, 
and as unt Objects of Mercy, they hereby ſtood convicted 
of Ignorance, Pride and Uncharitableneſs ; of Ignorance with 
reſpe& to the Nature of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which is a 
Miniſtration of Pardon, Grace 40d Love to all penitent Sin- 
ners 0 every Rank and Denomination ; of Pride, in thinking, 
more higbly of themſelves than Sex ought t. to think, and in 

| going 


U 
' +3 
\ : 3 , 


going about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſnch as the Ground 


of their Acceptance and Favour with God; and of Uncha- 


ritableneſs, in deſpiſing others, becauſe ſeemingly, and to out- 
ward Appearance, greater Sinners than themſelves ; though 
more humble and open to Conviction, more flexible under 
the Means of their Converſion, and conſequently leſs diſtant 
from the Kingdom of Heaven than ſuch ſelf-ſufficient and 
in e . 


To reprove therefore this their Ignorance,” Pride and Uncha- 
ritableneſs, as well as to declare the exceeding great Goodneſs 
and loving Kindneſs of Almighty God towards returning Sin- 
ners, appears to be the Intent of the foregoing Parables, as alſo 
of that of the prodigal Son in the Clofe of this Chapter; and 
the Expoſtulation contained in them may be expreſſed as fol- 
lows : Does a Shepherd rejoice at the Recovery of a Sheep that 
had ftray'd from the Fold? Or does a Woman make merry 
with her Friends upon finding a Piece of Money ſhe had loſt? 
And ſhall a Man murmur at the Recovery of his Brother, 
when it pleafes God by an Act of free Grace to deliver his 
Soul from Death? Nay, do the very Angels in Heaven (who 
bear no Relation to us by any Tie or Similitude of Nature) te- 
ſtify their friendly Joy at every ſach Inſtance of redeeming, 
Love, and make Heaven's Courts to ring with the Voice of 
Melody and Praiſe; and do Men who are Sinners themſelves; 
and are faved only by the unmerited Favour and Goodneſs of 
God, repine at their Brethren of whatever Character, being 
made Partakers of the like Salvation ? Is. this Ry _— a8 


your Father in Hun! is merciſul 2 
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ba 1 Refign-of: Syr bleSed-Lord A bon ahi Chap - 
| ter ta comferr.the, Ming; of the copttitg, pins Sinner, wid 
1 the ſure and certain Hope of figding Fongivepe& end Accep- 


; in A. found, Converſton, at the Hands of bis, hes 
ather, who, willeth-ngt. tbe Death of a; Rinne; but that all 


7 hg 76 Repentance, and obtain Remiſſion of Sins; o you 
muſt allow the Eibject before is us to be well ſuited to the preſent 
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= Occaſion of our meeting at the l Opening of this Charity, to im- ; 
1 plore the Father of Mercies that he will fulfill his good Will 
in you, that ,tbrough the Geage of a. ſingere Repentance and 
5 ſound Converfi 1, his ; Name may be gloriied in the Salvation | 
. 3 your Souls; And foraſmuch as this Houſe of Mercy is a 
* founded on the pious Intentiog of calling hack Sinners from | 
| the Errc ang De anger of their evil Ways chat, they may re- 
| turn to the Shepherd and Biſhop, of their Souls; as likewiſe: to 
* provide for them conyenient Food and Raiment, and to inure 
| them to Induſtry and an orderly Courſe of Family Oeconomy; 
that ſo when they go out into the World they may become 
uſeful Members of Society, and exemplary in all Virtue and 
Godlineſs of living i As ſuch are the Ends propoſed by thoſe 
who are concerned in the Direction of this Charity, we hum- 
bly truſt that that ſame Feſzs, ho came to call Sinners to Re- 
pentance, will bleſs their Endeavours to promote” the gracious 
Defign of his Advent, beſeeching him at the fame'Time to vi- 
fit with his Salvation you that are already admitted to ſhare in 
the Benefit of this Houſe, and all that ſhall hereafter be re- 
ceiy'd into it: And as the Governors thereof have appointed me 
to be your Miniſter in Things pertaining to Salvation, I muſt 
call upon you to join your Prayers with mine; that the Lord 
wil 6 his Strength in my * and give ſuch Power 
to 
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(3) 
to the Word of his Grace, that it may bring forth in you the 
Fruit of good Living, to the Praiſe of his moſt holy Name; 
that ſo not only you and I may rejoice together, but alſo af- 
ford freſh Subjects of Praiſe and n 4 to the holy An- 
gels; for verily I fay unto you, there is Joy in the be Proſence of 
* . * over ane e . 28 


- In\difcourli Au. ede © Words, 1 Hall Grſt poli oat emo 


| obſervable een aber inentioned in the Parables before us. 
ö Sccopdiy, 1 mal unifold" the principal Part of "the Dodrine 
| contained n 
; And Thirdly; make an Apphestion &f the while to youb 


action; of Cafe, who are the r of * a, 


The Parables which gave Ocior th dur Lords Obſerva- 
tion in the Text, concerning the Joy of the holy Angels on 
the Converſion of a Sinner, do preſent the following Particu- 
lars to our Attention: Firſt, A ſtray Sheep, and a loſt Piece of 
Silver; the firſt hath broken out of its Fold, and withdrawn 
Itſelf from the Care and! Pretectidn ef the Shepherd, Wandering 
It knows not Whither, ignorant whieh Way to return to its 
Fellows, and ſuffering the Pumſhment of its Folly in the Hard. 
ſhips and Miſery of a a dtuin; ſtarving and defenceleſs Condi⸗ 
tion. The 6ther is [likewiſe loſt to the Ownker - of it, and as 

ſuch become a Thing of no Value; nay; inſtead of Profit or 
Uſe, yielding only Matter of Sorrow and Difquiet-to its late 
Proprietor. The ſecond particulat obſervable is, Phe great Care 
and Concern of the Owners hbw to tedover the: God they 
SET C have 


66) 
have loſt: The former is ſo deeply affected, that bis whole 
Attention is ſo employed about his tray 'd Sheep, that he 
Jeems. to forget the other ninety; and nine; for he leaves them 
in the Wilderneſs to go and feek after the Wanderer, and con- 
tinueth his Search that he may find it: The Woman likewiſe 
makes Uſe of every likely Method to recovet the Piece of 
Money ſhe had loſt; for ſhe lighteth a Candle, ſhe ſweepeth 
the Houſe, and maketh a careful Scrutiny. Laſtly, The, happy 
Event of their Search is, that they have not laboured. in vain; 
but ſee the Reward of their Pains, for they find what they had 


4 Joſt: The ſtray Sheep, is recovered and brought back to the 
i} Fold; the Piece of Money is found and lodg'diin Safety, and 
in the Owners not content to rejoice alone, ſend for their Neigh- : 
| eee eres with e. | | Nos 


before us; proceed we. therefore, in the next Place, to give 


| 
| 
3 5 But this is "oaly the outüde or r Boer Senſe of the Parables 
| 
| the Interpretation thereof, or to unfold the Doctrinal Part as 


1 intended for our Uſe, and great far Rares, for Correction, 

1 80 ren! in Righteſneſe.” 150 

It 

| | . — * the: Figures of 2 hore . and a loſt Piece 

i! of Silver, we are, in the firſt Place, to underſtand the deplor- 

lt able Condition of the whole, human Race under the Fall, by 

| | and original Righteouſneſs; loſt: to the Enjoyment of the Di- 
j vine Favour, and of Fellowſhip with God; loſt to the Dig- N 
5 nity. and Happineſs of our Nature; and loſt to all Poſſibility | 
3 of helping ourſelves out of that miſerable Eſtate into which e 
our! iſh: Parents had pluoged themſelves and all their Poſte= | 


rity. 
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( (4) 
rity. To this out Loſa by the Fall, the Scriptures. bear Te- 


ſtimony from Beginhting 9 End, pronouneing the whole World 


as concluded or ſhut up under Sin, and guilty before God, 
and declaring, as concerning the moſt righteous among the 
Children of Men, that they were by, Nature Children of Wrath, 


even ar others: The Extent of Chriſts Love in our Redemp- 
tion is likewiſe a Proof of this univerſal Truth; for, i, one 


(viz. Chriſt) died for all, then urre all dead, dead indeed unto 
God, and to all the Purpoſes' of a holy and happy Life: And 
therefore to this End did the Saviour of Mankind offer up 
himſelf a Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole World, hat as 
in Adam all died, even jo in n une all be made alive. 


Thus when Mankind were done A. Uke Sheep. that 
were loſt, both through original and by actual Sin, Chrif 
the good Shepherd came to recover them from their Wan- 
derings, and from their many ſinful Ways and Inventions, 
that He might bleſs them, by turning away every one of them 
from their Iniquities ; and that He might gather them to- 
gether, to watch over them and feed them, that ſo they might 
be one Fold under one Shepherd. Nor is the Piece of Money 


in the other Parable without its Similitude in Reference to 


our Fallen State; for Man, in the Time of his Innocence, 
was a precious Part of God's beloved Treaſure, the Object of 
his Care and Delight, and bearing the Image and Superſerip- 
tion of its Divine Owner; but through the Defilement and 
evil Mixture of Sin, this beautiful Piece of God's Work man- 
ſhip became as corrupt and reprobate Silver; the heavenly 
Characters of Wiſdom, Purity, and holy Love diſappeared; 
and being no longer the Property of Him from whom it de- 
rived its Worth, it became as a Thing of Nought, without 

Eſtimation 
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Eſtimation or Uſe. This Diſhonour and ofs faftfined by 
the human Nature through the Full; 2nd in Part repreſented 
do us in theſe parabolical'Erablems; may teaeh us to praife 
and adore our loving Redeeamtr; ho came to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt; to reſtore the apoſtate human Race to the 
Favour'of God; tolrenew in us che Divine hnage and Like- 
neſs, and to pumify us unto Himſelf ; chat being delivered 
from the Puniſhment and the Power of out Sins, we may 
henceforth ferye Him without Fear, and walk before Him in 


3 | Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days uf bur _ 21 5 
5 YT tw ene oft to ie off wt © Totti! o 
I But though the Doctrine of the farepoing Phridbles obs, in | 
1 its primary and more enlarged Senſe, comprize the Whole of 
1 Mankind as 16ſt. by Sin; and redeemed by Chrift;; yet does it | 
1 alſo, ima more particular Manner, point at ſuch unhappy In- 

i | dividuals of the human Race, who, noglecting the Means of | 
i Grace, and the many merciful Proviſions which God hath f 
5 appointed in his Church for their Inſtruction, and Growth 
ll in all Virtue and Godlineſs of Living, have turned theic Backs 
. on his Worſhip and Setvice, forſaken the Guide of their 
6 Youth, renounced all religions Diſcipline and Reftraint, and | 


followed their own corrupt Inclinations and Paſſions, till they 
ere led captive: by the Devil at his Will, to commit all Iniquity 
with Greedineſs: And here how {ad à Spectacle of human 
Miſery preſents itſelf to our View! How affecting is the 
Sight of Men and Women, like ourſelves, made to glorify 
God here, that they may be happy in the Enjoyment of 
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x Him to all Eternity, preferring the unſatisfying Pleaſures: of 
4 Sin for a ſhort Seaſon, to the Gluries of Immortality, and 
| the Favour of God, in whole: Preſence '1 18 s the Fulneſs of Joy, 
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(9) 
and at whoſe Right Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore! And 
yet how many are the deplorable Objects of this Kind, that we 
know and meet with every Day, wandering to and fro' upon 
the Earth, like Vagabond Cain, driven out from before the Face 
of the Lord, ſeeking Reſt, but finding none; miſerable in the 
ſad Choice they have made, and ſtill more miſerable in the Proſ- 
pect of the Doom that awaits them: We muſt allow that the 
Image of a ſtray Sheep does very imperſectly picture to us the 
Diſtreſs and Wretchedneſs of ſuch à Condition: And yet, how+ 
ever great the Folly and Sin of ſuch may be, however aggravated 
the Circumſtances of their Guilt, however deſerved the Suffer- 
| ings they have brought upon themſelves; yet the loving, ten- 
1 der hearted Jeſus, as repreſented to us in the Character of the good 
| Shepherd caring for his loſt Sheep, does not withdraw his o- 
paſſionate Regard for them, nor intermit his Labours of Loves 
if ſo be that by any Methods, whether of Gentleneſs or Severity, 
he may reclaim them from the Error of their Ways, that ſo they 
may enjoy the Benefit of his paſtoral | Care and Kindnefs: He calls 
out to them by his Word, by his Miniſters, by the Voice of Con- 
ſcience ; and ſtrives with them daily and hourly by his Spirit in 
their Hearts, that he may prevail with them to return, that they 
may live, and not die in their Sins; and where any are ſo har- 
dened through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin as to turn a deaf Ear 
to his Intreaties, and wilfully to reject the Counſel of God againſt 
themſelves, he weeps over them as heretofore over impenitent 
Feruſalem, becauſe they refuſe, in this their Viſitation of Mercy, 
to know the Things belonging to cheir Peace before they be for 
ever hidden from their Eyes. Thus merciful and long ſuffering 
is our compaſſionate High Prieſt, even towards the moſt undutiful 
and perverſe among the Children of Men; and many do theſe 
unwearied Efforts of his Patience and Love, pluck as Fire-brands 


from the Burning, eren among thoſe whom Men, through their 
| D Impa- 
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Impatience'andraſh Judgment, pronounce irrecoyerably loſt ; many 
through the tender Care of this good Shepherd are brought back 


to the Fold from the Wilderneſs of Miſery and Deſolation, 
where Hope itſelf ſeemed n 60 nh are found, we 
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It is obſerved in the FORESTER Parables, of that the Onnicrk 
of the ſtray Sheep and loſt Piece of Silver, were not content 


to rejoice alone upon the Succeſs of their Search; but invited 


their Friends to partake of their Foy. True Joy in Perſons of a 
benevolent Diſpoſition is focial and communicative: No wonder 
then that the Merciful Saviour of Mankind, who hath done and 
ſuffered ſõ much for the Redemption of Souls, ſhould take De- 
light in making glad the heavenly Hoſt with the welcome News 
of a Sinnex's Conyerſion; no wonder that thoſe friendly Beings, 
who perform the Office of miniſtring Spirits to the Heirs of Sal- 
vation, rejoice at the Succeſs of their Miniſtry, and tune their 
Harps to. the Praiſe of triumphant. Grace pon every Addition 
of a new Member to their bleſſed Communion: Count not then, 
O Sinner, ſo. lightly of thy Soul, as if it did not deſerve thy 
Care; nay, think it not an indifferent Thipg to all but thy- 
ſelf, whether it periſh, or Fay for, know, of a, Truth, that 
it is highly precious in the Sight gf God, end hat his holy An- 
gels nearly-intereft themſelves in the Salvation. of it: Remember 
iat neither Silver, nor Gold, nor any other corruptible Thing. 
could reach the Value of 1 its Ranſom, and that it was thought 


worthy to be redeemed with Gs, Precious Blood of Kl. 


But 1 come, in the third Place, to make a Gill more particular 


Application of the Parables before us. It is confeſſedly for our 
Improvement, that theſe figurative Portions of Scripture are 


written, and therefore it behoves us to bring them home to our- 
ſelyes, that we may ſee how far we are concerned in their ſpiritual 
Meaning, 
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(xr) 
Meaning, in order to make a practical Uſe of them: It muſt be 
confeſſed, that even the beſt among the Children of Men come 
in for their Share in the Application of the Subject before us, 
having erred and ſtrayed from the Ways of God's Command- 


ments like loft Sheep; but as your Inſtruction and Benefit are at 
this Time more eſpecially intended, I muſt call upon you to join 


with me in making the Application to your-own particular Caſe, 


as the Objects of this Charity, to which the Name of Macpa- 
LEN is given in Alluſion to the celebrated Penitent of that Name, 
who is ſuppoſed by many Writers to have been a great Offender 
in point of Chaſtity, and that very Sinner, mentioned, Luke vii. 
who came to our Lord in the Houſe of Simon, concerning 
whom he graciouſly declared that ſhe hued much, becauſe her 
many Sins had been forgiven, However this be, certain it is, that 
as ſhe was a diſtinguiſhed Sinner, ſo alſo was ſhe diſtinguiſhed 
by our compaſſionate Saviour with a very remarkable Vouch- 
fafement of Mercy and Grace; and the Praiſe of her Gratitude 
and Love towards her Redeemer, as exemplify'd in her Attend- 
ance both at his Crucifixion, and afterwards at the Sepulchre, is 
recorded in the Goſpel. This honourable Teſtimony given to 
her Character in the ſacred Writings, hath rendered her eminent 
in the Chriſtian Church, which hath erected Monuments to her 
Memory, and even conſecrated the Name of Magdalen to expreſs 
the affectionate Piety of a devout Penitent: And as it is my 
Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God, that from Sinners you may 
become Saints like her, through the ſame Faith and Repent- 
ance, I think it needful in this Place to beſpeak your candid: 
Attention to that F reedom of Addreſs which as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel I may now, or any Time hereafter, uſe towards you; de- 
firing that you will not interpret fuch plain Dealing in ſpiritual 
Concerns, as. meant to convey any Severity of Reproach, but as 
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proteeding from the moſt tender Regatd for 9008 vols and tha 
Furtherance of your: Converſion. 


And here it is my Duty to — ain you to look back upon your. 
late uſfihappy;Condition, and the dreadful Conſequences which 
muſt have followed your Continuance in it. How nearly did 
you reſemble the filly Sheep in the Parable, as to the Folly of 
your Choice; how far did you exceed all Compariſon in the Guilt 
of it! And herein I can ſafely appeal to your own Experience for : 
an Anſwer. Say if it did not go well with you before you broke 
the Bounds of Virtue and godly Fear; to walk in the crooked. 
Paths of lawleſs Pleaſure, and preferred the cruel Bondage of Sin 


to the Service of God, which is perfect Freedom: Say if you did 
not find more of Comfort and Peace under the wholeſome Diſcip- 
line of Wiſdom's Laws, than in the broad Road of a mad Licen- 
tiouſneſs: How eaſy and delightful then was your Way to Heaven, 

whilſt you enjoyed the Light of God's Countenance, and walked 
under the ſure Defence of the Almighty's Protection, and the 
Guardianſhip of his holy Angels, having. fewer Reluctances and 
evil Habits to overcome, more to hope from the Goodneſs, and 


| leſs to fear from the Juſtice of your Maker: But theſe Advan- 
tages, alas! you lightly eſteemed, and withdrew yourſelves from 
the Guidance of his Grace and the Bleſſings of his Providence, to 
wander in the Ways of your own chuſing, and to follow your 


own Inventions. Thus like the fooliſh Sheep did you break your 
Bounds, and take hard Pains to undo yourſelves. 


And here it will be proper to remind you, that theſe were 


the Bounds of a virtuous and religious Education (with reſpect 


to ſome. of you at leaſt) the Engagements of your baptiſmal Vow, 


the wholeſome Inſtructions of your Parents, the good Examples 
of. r Friends, the pious Books Which you had read, and the 
godly 
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godly "EP" DAY which by: theſe and other Means had been 
made upon your tender Minds; and more eſpecially the Re- 
ſtraints, Warnings, and Admonitions of the holy Spirit in your 
Hearts, ſtriving to prevail with you to refuſe the Evil and to 
chuſe the Good. Theſe were as ſo many Barriers fixed hy the 
Hand of God for the Security of your Virtue againſt the Aſſaults 
of the World, the Fleſh and the Devil; and had you rightly im- 
proved theſe Advantages, you had been, through the Power of 
divine Grace, more than Conquerors in the Courſe of your 
Chriſtian Warfare; but inſtead of that you broke your Bounds, 
and forced your Way into the Enemies Country, after having 
quitted the Place of your Defence, and caſt away your Armour, 
and fo being ſurrounded with Dangers, and unprovided againſt 
every Attack, became an eaſy Prey to the Seducer. Such doubt- 
leſs are the Aggravations of the Folly and Guilt of ſome among 


you: And as to thoſe. who have had the leaſt Advantages of Edu- 


cation and Family Inſtruction, we cannot ſuppoſe that in a 
Chriſtian Country they were ſo ignorant of the Diſtinction of 
Good and Evil, ſo deſtitute of all Grace, ſo wholly deaf to the 
Voice and Remonſtrances of ' Conſcience, . as not to ſtand ſelf- 
condemn'd by the Tranſgreſſion of a Law written in the Hearts of 


all Men, for there God hath not left himſelf. without a Witneſs, 


even inthe moſt unenlightened, to teſtify for or againſt them, in 


Matters of common Duty, according as they have obeyed or du 


obeyed the Command of oe Lord. 


And as you have broken your Bounds, | ſo alſo have you ſtray d 
away from the Fold, to the Loſs and Grief of your Owner; for 


God the Father hath an undoubted Property in you by right of 


Creation: Nay, it is in him you live and move aud have your Being, 
e being wholly dependent on him for all that you 

have received and yet hope for, he hath, a ſoyereign Juriſdiction 
1 E | over 
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over. you, and a juſt Claim to your beſt Services of Body as well as 
Soul, and accordingly you were- comtanded to preſent your Bo- 
dies a living Sacrifice, boly, and acceptable unte God, as your reaſon- 
able Service; but inſtead of offering up this pure Oblation to the 
God-of Purity and Holineſs, you have-defiled thoſe Bodies which 
ſhould/ be the conſecrated Temples. of his ſacred -Refidenge; and 
ſo incurfed the Penalty of that dreadful Malgaiction : I any one 
defile the Temple of God, him ſhall God deftirey. - Thus have you 
| robbed God of his Worſhip, renounced his Government and Ju- 
riſdiction over you, and erred and ſtray d from-the Ways of his 
Commandments, and W 3 all Title to * Fa- 
vour and Bleſſing. | | 


- Secondly, You have dard from the Fold of Chrig your Sa- 
viour; that good Shepherd, who came to gather you from the 
 Miſeries and finful Wanderings of your fallen Nature, to the 
End that he might watch over you as his Flock, and miniſter unto 
you, and cheriſh you as the beloved Sheep of his-Pafture-: Nay, 
you wete his by right of Purchaſe and Redemption, having 
bought you with no leſs Price than that of his precious Blood, 
that you might pay him all dutiful Service, and am {ve unto your 
ſebves, but unto him that died for you, that ſo the Name of Jeſus 
might be glorified in you; and that being his peculzer People, ye 
fhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of him who bad called you out of Dark- 
neſs into his marvellous Light : But inſtead of glorifying this your 
loving Lord, and moſt. gracious Redeemer, how have you diſ- 
honoured, 4c rea by an n him to 
an IE Shame! 


Friends, and ſo broke every endearing Bond of Conſanguinity and 
Family Relation: ar is to be feared, have already 


brought 


(2509 
brought down. the grey Hairs of your aged Parents with. Sorrow 
to the Grave, whilſt others of them tefuſe to be comforted, be⸗ 
cauſe of the Danger of your Goful Courſes, and the Shame 
brought thereby both on yourſelves and them, and fearing that 
it wight have been better for both that you had never been Born: 
And here it. is. natural for you to call to Mind their tender Cares 
and Fears on your Behalf; the affectionate good Advice, and 


the pious Letters you have received from them; and above all, 


their pleading Tears and Intreaties, when they beſought you, 
though in vain, to chuſe the better Part, whilſt you, with heed- 
leſs Speed, purſued the Way to Deſtruction, as the Horſe ruſheth 
into the Battle. Theſe are doubtleſs now become affecting Con- 


fiderations to you, but not ſuggeſted by me, as though I took. 


Pleaſure in making you fad, but only that your Hearts may be 


melted into that Godly. Sorrow that worketh Repentance not to 


be repenied of, that ſo chis your Sorrow may be turned into Joy. 


And now, having conſidered yourſelves under the Compariſon: 
of a Sheep that had broken its Bounds, and ftray'd from the 
Fold, take a View.of yourſelves i in your late unhappy Condition. 
as Joſt Sheep : And this indeed muſt be allowed to be but a faint 
and imperfect Repreſentation of it: For, firſt, you were loſt to 
God, with reſpect to eyery endearing Tie and comfortable Rela. 


tion between Him. and you: You ceaſed to be his Children, 


through your Undutifulneſs and Rebellion, and therefore could 
no longer call Him Father in any tender and affectionate Senſe 


of that Appellation; for thus faith the Lord Almighty, con- 


cerning them that ſeparate themſelves from the Wicked, I will” 
be 4 Father unto you," and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughtert ; 
ſhewing hereby, that they who are joined to the Wicked, and 
live in Uncleanneſs, are excluded from this bleſſed Privilege: 
Nor could you with any greater Propriety ye called - Servants z 
for. 
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for bug Sin ſo reigned | in your mortal Bodies, "that you 
it in the Luſts thereof, the Fe ear of God was not 1 5 your 
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Eyes, but that Maſter” s Servants ye certainly were to Whdth you 
yielded Obedience : And therefore, thus faith the Lord, © 1 "Sor 
honoureth his Father, and a Servant his Maſter ; if then 7 bra Fa. 
ther, where is mine Honour 4 "and if” I be a Mafter, where is my 
Har? Nor yet could you be called the Subjects of the King 
of Heaven and Earth, ſeeing you lived in open Rebellion to his 
Government, trampled his Laws under your Feet, and were 
liſted under the Banner of his declared Enemy: Thus were you 
loſt to God in every Way of Duty, Service and Allegiance, and 
conſequently loſt to all N der of Ul Favour, Protection 


and Blething. | 


* 


© Secondly, You OY” loſt to the Church 17 ec as Metibers 
cut off from the Body, and therefore no longer uſeful to it, nor 
receiving any Benefit from it: : Now in this your wilful Separa- 
tion from the Communion of Saints, and dreadful Fellowſhip 
with the Works of Darkneſs, vou had placed yourſelves out of 
the Reach of God's declared Covenant of Mercy, and all the 
Promiſes of the Gaſpel; nay, the Conſideration of Chriſt's Merits 
and Sufferings for our Sakes, which affords unſpeakable Com- 
fort to the. Minds of all rightly diſpoſed Chriſtians, ſerved only 
to aggravate your Guilt, and to terrify you with a certain fearful 
Looking for of Judgment, for havin g neglected u great Salvation. 


\Laftly, You, were loſt to yourſelves, to all Senſe of Shame, 
and Virgin Modeſty, . thoſe Ornaments of your Sex, and, under 


Grace, beſt Preſervatives of. your Virtue ; committing thoſe Sins 
without Reſerve, at the very Thoughts of which you would have 


ſtarted back in Times paſt, and been ready to ſay, with Hazael, 
A I a Dog, that T ſhould h this great Wickedneſs ! Loſt like- 


wiſe 
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wiſe you Were to al true Comfort and Peate of Mind; for 


where the Fear of God is not, there the Peace of God cannot 
be found, but the Wicked are like the troubled Sea when it cannot 


ref, hiſt Waters caff up Mire and Dirt, an apt Image this of that 
' Diſorder and Petturbation of Mind which ariſe from the ſinful 


Gratification of unrul Paſſions, whereby the Soul is at once de- 


125 and tab d of ity true Reſt. 


Laſtly, You \ were Joſt to all comfortable Enjoyment of the 


Bleflings 0 of Nature and Providence; ; for it is only by the .Grace 
of Godin the Heart, and a ſanctified Uſe of theſe, that we have 
any true Reliſh for them, and therefore the Lord, by the Pro- 


phet Malachi, threatens. thoſe that would not lay. his Commandments 
fo Heart, | to give Glory to bis Name; that He would curſe their 
Bleſſings ; ; nay, your Vices had in a great Meaſure deprived you 
of the ordinary Bleſſings of Life, as all innocent and ſweet In- 
tercourſe with, Society, the Eſteem of the Virtuous and Good, 
the Friendſhip, and Affection of your neareſt Relations, and all 
the Encouragement due to an honeſt Induftry : : Thus you were 
in a Manner dead to Society; nay worſe, for you were the Ene- 
mies of it, corrupting others in thoſe Things wherein you had 
corruꝑted yourſelves, and ſo ſpreading. the Infection of your Sin 
all around you. Thus ſunk in Infamy, Diſcaſe, and Poverty, 
with Ruin and Deſtruction before your Face, and you ſo tied and 
bound with the Chains of your Sins as to have loſt both the Power 
and Inelination to ſet yourſelves free, how deplorable was your 
Condition, and what otber the Language af your Hearts than 
this wretebed Sinner that I am. who ſhall deliver me from the 
Body of this Death? But you deem to be affected with the grievous 
Remembrance of this your Miſery and Danger, and as if Sorrow 
Had filled: your Hearts; and * I progeed with the greater 
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| Satisfaction to ſpeak. of the Conſolation held forth i in, the Conclu- 
fion of the foregoing Parables, for you and. all penitent rr. 


d be | 

| And herein the exceeding 8 how of God our Saviour is is ma- 
nifeſted, in that he came to ſeek and to fave that which was loſt; 

nay, poured out his Soul unto Death for the Tranſgreſſors, that God 
might be reconciled unto them, not imputing unto them their 
Treſpaſſes: Nay, ſo extenſive was his Mercy and Love in that 
Redemption he hath purchaſed for us, that he hath excluded 
none from the Benefit of i it, for the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from 
all Sins repented of and forſaken, through that Faith which is in 
him; and therefore he faith, without Exception, Come unto me 
"all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and T will give you reſt : 

-and him that cometh unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out, Is 
it not enough to inflame your Hearts with Love and Gratitude 
towards this compaſſionate Friend of | Sinners; in that he 
forſook not you, when you had forſaken him, but followed you 

with the Offers of Pardon and Peace, faying, why | will you die, 
turn unto me that your Souls may live.” How did he plead with 
you his Agony and bloody Sweat, his Croſs and Paſſion, and all 
the Pledges of his Love! How did he uſe every Argument and 
Motive which Things temporal and Things eternal could ſupply, 
and by every Method «both of ' Gentleneſs and Severity, to lead 


you to Repentance, that your Iniquities might not be your Ruin: 
He embittered your unlawful Pleaſures to you, and brought you 


into great Diſtreſs of Soul, that ſo not finding any Reſt in your 
Sins, you might ſeek it in him who alone can give it: And laſtly 
he put it into the Hearts of his Servants, the Founders and Diree- 
tors of this Charity, to provide for you this Houſe of Mercy, toge- 
ther with all Things needful both for Soul and Body, -that ſo be- 
ing free from Temptation and Want, you may lead quiet Lives in 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty : Nor have theſe your kind Benefactors 


* | been 
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19 * 
been diſcouraged from purſuing their pious Undertaking, through 
the Fear of being reproached as the Friends of Sinners, eſteem- 
ing it enough for the Diſciple to be as his Maſter in this Matter, 

and knowing well that all wiſe and good Men muſt with well to 

a Work, the Aim and End of which is to bring Glory to God 

through the Converſion of Sinners; whereby, as we are told in 

the Text, even the very Angels in Heaven receive an Addition to 
their Joys: And therefore, may that great and good Shepherd, Who 
laid down his Life for poor loſt Sheep, crown their Labours with 

'Suceeſs, and be their exceeding great Reward in that Day, when 
all they who have been inſtrumental in turning many to righteouſ-. 


neſs ſhall ſhine as tbe Stars in the Mind of their Father for ever 
bo ever. \ 


And now let me exhort you to praiſe the Lord for his 
Goodnefs, and to magnify his Name together, for having 
viſited you with his Mercy in your low and loſt Eſtate, by 
giving you a Sight of your Danger, a Senſe of your Sins, and a 
Deſire to return to the Shepherd and Biſhop of your Souls; for 
this is the Lord's own Doing, and ought to appear marvellous in 
your Eyes: But let me alſo exhort you not to reſt in theſe Con- 
victions and firſt godly Impreſſions, as though Repentance had 
done its perfect Work in you; for a Sorrow for Sin, though a 


godly Sorrow, is only the beginning and working Cauſe of a true 
Repentance, and not the whole of it; for this includes a deep 


Contrition and Compunction of Heart, for having offended God 
and diſhonoured your holy Profeſſion ; a real Hatred and Deteſta- - 
tion of Sin, as contrary to the Purity of the divine Nature; and 
a forſaking of it in Thought, Word and Deed, abhorring even 
every Imagination leading to the Deſire of it. To this change of 
Mind, ſignified by Repentance, is to ſucceed a true Converſion or 
turning of the Heart to God, attended with a conſtant waiting on 


him. ? 
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him in his Oodinances and the Duties both of public apd private 


Worſhip, till Habits of Piety are formed in the Soul, and the 
Heaft be renewed by the ſanttifying Graces of the holy Spirit, 


whereby alone we are made meet to be Partakers of the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Glory. Theſe, together with a Peace and 
Tranquility of Mind, which is unſpeakable, ane the bleſſed Ef- 
fects of that Converſron which the Angels in Heaven now wait to 
ſee fulßilled in you, and ſo ardently wiſh for, that they may pro- 
olaim the glad Tidings of your Salvation in ze Realms of Bliſß, 


that the Church triumphant may join in Praiſes to the Glgry 
oof redeeming Grace on your Behalf, ſaying, 'Theſe were 
ce dead aud are alive again, were loft aud ere found. And here 
let me conclude with exhorting you to pray daily for thoſe 
that are ſtill living in wicked and ungodly Practices, that they 
may have Grace to break their Bonds, and be brought: to Re- 


pentance ; and ſo receive the Remiſſion of their Sins: And like- 
wiſe that the Lord will bleſs abundantly, the Governors of this 


Charity, and all the Benefectors to it, and cauſe theſe their pious 
Endeavours to be the Means of turning many from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, to the Increaſe of 
Chriſt's Kingdom here on Earth, and to the Praiſe of bis moſt 
holy Name for ever and ever; to whom with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one God, &c. &c. 


